
GCSE Physics – Satellites and Orbits                   

Instructions:  
(1) Answer the questions.  
(2) Watch science-spark clip and correct your answers.  
(3) Print out, fold over on dotted line and make into flashcards.  
(4) Use for retrieval quizzes.  1 

What is centriptal acceleration?  
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What is centriptal force?  
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Draw a sketch of, and explain, how a 
planet’s speed varies with the radius of its 

orbit?  

mrbakerssciencestuff.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 of 7 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the difference between a natural 
and an artificial satellite? 

Give examples 
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Describe what a Polar Orbit is and what 
uses we have for satellites in this orbit. 
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What is a Geostationary Satellite and what 

do we use it for? 
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Do planets orbit at different speeds? Why? 
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